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ADAMS, charles francis (1807-1886),
an American statesman, son of John Quincy
Adams. His early years were spent in
Europe, but he was graduated at Harvard,
and afterward studied law in the office of
Daniel Webster, After serving for several
years in the Massachusetts legislature, he
was elected to Congress in 1858. In 1861 he
was sent to England as American minister,
and for seven years he performed the arduous
duties of his office with distinguished tact and
ability. He was one of the arbitrators of the
Alabama claims. He edited the Memoirs of
John Quincy Adams.
ADAMS, charles francis, jr. (1835-
1915), an American historian and statesman,
born in Boston. He was graduated at Har-
vard in 1856 and was admitted to the bar in
1858. Adams served in the Union army and
was made brigadier-general at the close of
the war. In 1869 he was appointed to the
board of railroad commissioners for Massa-
chusetts, and in 1884 he became president of
the Union Pacific railway, a position which
he filled for six years. He published Chap-
ters of Erie; Notes on Railway Accidents;
and Massachusetts: Its Historians and Its
History, besides other work of a miscellane-
ous character.
ADAMS, charles kendall (1835-1902),
an American educator and historian, born at
Derby, Vt. He was educated in the Univer-
sity of Michigan and in universities in G-er-
many, France and Italy. In 1885 he was
elected president of Cornell University, where
he served for seven years with great dis-
tinction. In 1893 he was chosen pres-
ident of the University of Wisconsin, re-
maining there until a short time before his
death. Doctor Adams was the founder of
the seminary of history in the University of
Michigan, and he introduced the seminary
method of studying history into the United
States. He is the author of a number of
works, the most important being Democracy
and Monarchy in France, A Manual of His-
torical Literature and Christopher Columbus,
Els Life and Work. He was also editor-in-
chief of Johnson's Universal Cyclopedia.
ADAMS, behby .(1838^1918),, a notable
.American historian, a native of Boston and
•a graduate of Harvard University. His
works include Anglo-Saxon 'Courts of Law,
History of the United States to 1817, notable
books entitled The Education of Henry
Adams, and St. Michel and Chartres.
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john      (1735-
1826),  second  President
of the United States, and
the most famous member'
of   a  family   of  distin-
guished    statesmen.   He
was    born    at    Quincy,,
Mass.,   and  educated   at
Harvard College.   After
completing   a  course   in
law he was admitted to*
the bar (1758).    Adams*
[ Residence at Quincy] attention was directed to
'i'-'X.;—^;1)'-:.- ' "^'vv:V?  politics by the question
'as to  the  right  of  the
English Parliament to tax the colonies, and
in 1765 he published some essays strongly
opposed to the claims of the mother country.
As a member of the Continental Congress he
was strenuous in his opposition to the home
government, and in organizing the various,
departments of the colonial government. On
May 13th, 1776, he seconded the motion for
a declaration of independence proposed by
Lee of Virginia, and was appointed a mem-
ber of the committee to draw it up. The
declaration was actually drawn up by Jeffer-
son, but it was Adams who carried it through
Congress,
In 1778 he went to France on a special
mission, and after a brief home visit re-
turned to Europe. For nine years he resided
abroad as representative of his country in
France, Holland and England. After taking
part in the peace negotiations he was ap-
pointed, in 1785, the first ambassador of the
United States to the court of Saint James.
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JOHN ADAMS
He was recalled in 1788, and in the same
year was elected Vice-President of the repub-
lic, under Washington. In 1792 he was re-
elected Vice-Presi-
dent, and at the
following election
was chosen Presi-
dent. Though a
member of the Fed-
eralist party, which
favored a strong
central government,
Adams was fre-
quently at variance
with Hamilton, the
real leader of that
party, and Ms administration was stormy.
He had to face not only dissensions in his
vo,wn partjty £u,t jfoe .bitter hostility

